Environmental
Priorities

Coalition

Summary of the 2011 EPC Priorities

The organizations that comprise the Environmental Priorities Coalition worked on more than 100 different pieces of
legislation this year that affect the quality of our environment and the health of Maine people. At the beginning of the
session, the EPC selected a common agenda of high priority issues that we worked on together throughout the year.
Listed below is the outcome on those priority issues.

Bisphenol A as a Priority Chemical and Regulation of Bisphenol A in Children's Products, a
Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Environmental Protection

LD 412, Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 882: Designation of g

Status: Passed
We all have a stake in helping kids and families stay healthy. BPA is linked to a staggering number
of health problems, and it is in a broad range of products. But safer alternatives to BPA already
exist. This resolve requires safer alternatives to BPA in reusable food and beverage containers
(including baby bottles and sippy cups).

LD 553, An Act to Improve Maine’s Energy Security

Sponsored by Rep. Stacey Fitts &
Status: Passed

Breaking Maine's oil habit will reduce pollution and could help jump-start our economy. This law

requires the State to develop a plan to cut Maine’s consumption of oil by 30 percent by 2030 and

by 50 percent by 2050 — ambitious but achievable goals, using technology largely available today.

The plan is due to the Legislature in December 2012.

LD 852, An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support Maine's Natural Resource-
based Economy %
Sponsored by Senator David Trahan

Status: Postponed until next legislative session
Protecting Maine’s natural resource based infrastructure preserves our way of life and secures an
economic future for our children. The bill would have funded the Land for Maine’s Future
program (LMF), which has an outstanding record of success at protecting Maine’s natural legacy

and a history of bipartisan support. Unfortunately, the LMF bond was not issued this session
despite immense support from the public.

LD 981, An Act To Increase Recycling Jobs in Maine and Lower Costs for Maine Businesses
Concerning Recycled Electronics é
Sponsored by Representative Melissa Walsh-Innes

Status: Passed
Turning today’s trash into tomorrow’s products creates new opportunities for Maine people and
businesses to prosper. Solid waste costs account for more than 10% of municipal budgets and
are growing every year. This law reduces pollution, cuts costs, and creates jobs by expanding
opportunities for the responsible recycling of electronic waste from computers, TVs and printers.

Stay on the Trail: Defend Against Rollbacks that Take Maine in the Wrong Direction

Lawmakers introduced more than 50 rollback bills this session that would have weakened & / Q
Maine’s environmental laws, increased air and water pollution, and jeopardized public health.

The EPC and its allies worked with the Legislature to defeat many of the most egregious of these

measures, which would have undermined the good health, good jobs and quality of life that

Maine’s environment provides to all of us.



Maine Environmental Priorities Coalition

Maine’s Environmental Priorities Coalition is a partnership of 26 environmental, conservation, and public health
organizations representing over 100,000 members who want to protect the good health, good jobs and quality
of life that our environmental provides for all of us.

American Lung Association of Maine
Appalachian Mountain Club
Atlantic Salmon Federation

Bicycle Coalition of Maine
Conservation Law Foundation
Environmental Health Strategy Center
Environment Maine
Environment Northeast
Friends of Casco Bay
Maine Audubon
Maine Center for Economic Policy

Maine Congress of Lake Associations
Maine Council of Churches

Maine Council of Trout Unlimited
Maine Interfaith Power and Light
Maine Conservation Voters Education Fund
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association
Maine People’s Alliance
Maine Rivers
Natural Resources Council of Maine
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Maine Chapter
RESTORE: The North Woods
Sierra Club Maine
The Ocean Conservancy
The Wilderness Society
Toxics Action Center

For more information, contact: Maureen Drouin, 620-8811 or maureen@protectmaine.org or Beth Ahearn,
671-5071 or bethahearn@gmail.com
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